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CHAP. 552.-An ~ct To establish the Department of Commerce antl Labor. February u. ioos. 
[Public, No. 87.) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of R epre..<?entative8 of the United 
States of .A mm,ca in, Oongreas a8smnbled, That there sha.ll be at .the m~~e'ra°i!o~0:~ 
seat ·of government an executive department to be known as the tablisbed. 

Department of Commerce and Labor, and a Secretary of Commerce ~~;:!;eot,etc. 
and La.bc;>r, who ijha.ll be. the head t~ereof, who .shall be appointed ~Y Poat, p.1oao. 

the Prei>iden.t, by and with the advice and consent of the 8enate, wJip · 
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shall receive a salary of eight thousand dollars per annum, and whose 
term and tenure of office shall be like that of the heads of the other 

R. s .. sec. iss, p. 2s, Executive Departments; and section one hundred and fifty-eight of 
amended. the Revised Statutes is hereby amended to include such Department 

Ge!1eral provisions and the provisions of title four of the Revised Statutes, including ad 
ap:t~~~ftietv,p.26. amendments thereto, are hereby made ap:Rlicable to said Department. 

seal. The said Secretary shall cause a seal of office to be made for the said 
Del?artment of such device as the President shall approve, and judicial 
notice shall be taken of the said se,a.1. 

1 
A~sta.nt sccretarr. SEC. 2. That there shall be in said Department an Assist-ant Secretary 

c er ·etc. . of Commerce and Labor, to be appointed by the P1·esident, who shall 
receive a salary of five thousand dollars a year. He shall perfo1·m 
such duties as shall be prescribed by the Secretary or required by law. 
There shall also be one chief cler~ and a disbursing clerk and such 
other clerical assistants as may from time to time be authorized by 

AuditoT ror State. Congress; and the Auditor for the State and other Departments 8hall 
:~ciit~;~~~~s~nta to receive and examine all aooounts of salaries and incidental expenses of 

the office of the Secretary of Commerce and Labor, and of all bureaus 
and offices under his direction, all accounts relating to the Light­
House Boa1·d, Steamboat-Inspection Service, Immigration, Navigation, 
Alaskan fur-seal fisheries, the National Bureau of Standards, Coas.t 
and Geodetic Survey, Census, Department of Labor, .Fish Commission 
and to all other business witMn the jurjsdiction of the Department of 
Commerce and Labor, and certify the balances arising thereon to the 
Division of Bookkeeping and Warrants .and send forthwith a copy of 
each certificate to the Secretarv of Commerce and Labor. 

Jurisdiction of De-. SEC. 3. That it shall be the wprovince and duty of .Said Department 
pa.rcmenc. to foster, promote, and develop the foreign a.nd domestic commer<\e, 

the mining, manufacturing, shipping, and fishery industries, the labor 
interests, and the transportation facilities of the United Htates; and 
to this end it shall be vested with jurisdiction and control of the 
departments, bureaus, offices, and branches of the public service here­
inafter specified, and with such other powers and duties as ma.v be 

ttoC:. ro~r 0~~~~~i~; pre~cribed by law:. All uneXP,.¥ded appropria.tio~s, whi~h shall be 
transferred. ava1Iable at the time when this Act takes effect, rn relatIOn to the 

various offices, bureaus, divisions, and other branches of the public 
service, which shall, by this Act, be transferred to or included 'in the 
Department of Commerce and Labor, or which may hereafter, in 
accor_dan<>e with the provisions of this Act, be so transferred, sha1l 
become available, from the time of such transfer, for expenditure in 
and by the Department of Commerce and Labor and shall be treated 
the same as though said branches of the public service ha.d been 
directly named in the laws making said appropriations · as parts of 
the Department of Commerce and Labor, under the direction of the 
Secretary of said Department. . 

Offices, etc .. tranR· SEC. 4. That the followinQ"-named offices, bureaus, divisions, and ferrea. 9 . 
branches of the public service, now and h~retofore under the juris­

Froni Treasury De· diction of the Department of the T reasury and all that pertains partment. · . "<-{ , 
to the same, known a.s the Light-House .ooard, the I,J1gbt-House 

Census Ofllce. 

Establishment, the Steamboat-Id.<spection Service, the Bm·eau of Navi­
gation, the P nited State::; Shipping Commissioner$, the National Bureau 
of Standards, the Coast and Geodetic f'.?urvey, the Commissioner-Gen.­
eral of Immigration, the commissioners of immigration, the Bureau 
of Immigration, the immigration service at large, and the Bureau of 
Statistics, be, and the same hereby are, transferred from the Depart~ 
ment of the TEeasury to the Department of Commerc~ and Labor, and 
tho same shall hereaftcl' romain under the jurisdiction and supervision 
of tbe last-named Department; and tbat the Census Office, and all that 
pertains to the same, be, a~d the same hereby is, transferre~ from the 
Department of the Inter10r to the Departmen.t of Comrile1·ce and 
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Labor, to remain henceforth under the jur isdiction of the latter; that 
the De_Partment of Labor, the Fish Commission, and the Office of bo~:i:nrrii!l;h 0~1:: 
Commissioner of Fish and Fisheries, and all that pertains to the same, mission. 
be, and the same berebv are, pJaced uuder the jurisdiction and made 
a part of the Department of Commerce and Labor ; that the Bureau eoZ::~r~eoc Foreign 
of Foreign Commer<;e, now in the Department of State, be, and the · 
same hereby is, trnnsfe!'red to the Department of Conu;nerceand Labor 
and consolidated with and made a part of the Bureau of Statistics, 
herein before t ransferred from the Department of the Treaiury to the 
Depa1troent of Commerce and Labor, and the two shall const itute one 
bureau, to be called the Bureau of . Statistics, with a chief of tbe 
burea:..i; and that the Secretary 0£ Commerce and La.bo1· shall have Collection, etc .• of 
control of the WOJ'k of gathering and distributing statistical informa- statl!ttic~. 
tion naturally relating to the subjects confided to his Department; and 
tho Secretary of Commerce and Labor is hereby given the power and 
authority to rearrange the statistical wol'k of the bureaus and offices 
contided to 1:1u.id Department, and to consolidate any of the statistkal 
bureaus and offices transferred to said Depa1·tment; and said Secretary 
shall also have authority to call upon other Departments of the Gov-
ernment for s tatistical data and result& obtained by them; and said 
Secretary of Commerce and Labor may collate, arrange, and publish 
such statistical information so obtain~d in s.uch manner as t6. him may 
seem wise. 

That the official records and papers now on file in and pertaining Transferof records, 
exclu$ively to the business of any bureau, offi ce, department, or etc. 
branch of the public ser vice in this Act transfer red to the Depart-
ment of Commerce and Labor, together with tbP. furni ture now in use 
in such bureau, office, department, or branch of the public sarvice, 
~hall be, a.nd hereby are, transferred to tbe Department of Commerce 
a.nd Labor. 

SEc. 5. 'Tha.t there shall be in tbe Department of Commerce and ~ureao oi ~norac­
Labor a bureau to be called the Bureau of Manufactures, and a. chief o~ce force. 
of said bureau, who shall be appointed bv the P resident and who sha.I1 
receive a salary of four thousand dollarsv per annum. There shall also 
be in said bureau such clerical assistants as may from time to time be 
authorized by Congres8. It shall be the pro,~ince and duty of ,said Uut~· of bureau. 
bureau, under the direction of the Secretll.q,., to foster, pl'omote, and 
develop the variou::i manufacturing industn es of tbe United States, 
and markets for the same at borne and abroad. domestic and foreign. 
by ~atbering, compiling, publishing, and supply ing all ll.vailable and 
useful information concerning sucn industries and sncb mar kets, and 
by such other methods and means as may be prescribed by the Secre-
tarv or provided by Jaw. And all consular officers of the United su~~pg~e;;.om cou. 

States, including consuls-general, consuls, and commercial agents, are 
hereby required, and it is made a part of their duty, under the direc-
tion of the Secretary of State, to gather and compile, from time. to 
time, useful and material.information and statistics in respect to the 
subjects enumerated in seetion three of this Act in the countries and 
places to which such consular officers are accredited, and to send, 
under t he direction of the Secretary of State, reports as often as 
required by the Secreta ry of Commerce.find L abor .of the information 
and !:!tatiRtics tbus gathered and compiled, such reports to be trans-
mitted through the State Department to the Secre~1·y of the .Qepart-
meot of Commerce and Labor. 

SEC. 6. That there shall be in the Department o~ Commerce and u:n'!~au or Corpora.­
Labor a bureau to be called the Bureau of Corporations, and a Com· com 1J1 issione r,. 
missioner of Corporations who shall be the bead -0£ said bureau, to be clerks. etc:. 
appointed by the President, who shall receive a salary of five thousand 
dollars per annum. There 'shall also be in said bureau a deputy com-
missioner who shall receive a salary of three thousand five liundred 
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· dollars per.annum, and who shall in the absence of the Comroissionei­
act as; and perform the duties of, the Commissioner of Corporations. 
and who shall also perform such other duties as may. be ~ssigned ~to 
him by the Secretary of Commerce and Labor or by the sa1d Comnns­
sioner. There shall also be in the said bureau a chief cler~ and such 
special agents, .clerks, and other employees as may be authorized by 
law. . 

lnvestJ~tll)n,i:t,c., The said Commissioner shall have power and authoritv to tnakel 
~?:' am~~oret~ under the direction and control of the Secretarv of Commerce ancl 
commerce. Labor, diligent investigation into the organization~ conduct, and man-

agement of the business of a.ny corporation, joint stock company or 
cor_porate combination engaged in commerce among the several States 

com:Jln carr!ers and with foreign nations excepting common carriers subject to "An 
ex~~f. 24; p. 879. Act to tegulate commerce," approved Febi:~ary fo~rth, eighteen 

hundred and eighty-seven, and to gather such mformat1on and .data as 
will enable the President of the United States to make recommenda-

. · · . . tions t-0 Congress for legislation for the regulation of such commerce 
of~et'.r~~~dent and to report such data. to the President from time to time as he shall 

a. 
8 

. • 'require; and the information so obt.ained or as much t1'ereof as the 
President may direct shall be made public. 

to ~~~~g:-!,~01:;eepect In order to accompfo~h the purposes declared in the foregoing part 
· of this section, the said Commissioner shall have and .exercise the same 

power and authority in res.pect to corporations, joint stock companies 

Vol. 24, p. SSS. 
and combi~ationa subject to tQe .pro\'isions hereof, a.s is conferred on 
the Interstate Commerce Commission in said ~'Act to regulate com­
merce" ancl the amendments thereto in i·espect to common carriers so 

Power to secu~ tes- far as the same may be apdlicable, including the i·ight to subpcena and 
Umony, etc. 1 b d • £ •t d th d • Vol. 24, p . sss. compe t e atten ance an testimony o wt nesses an e pro uct10n 

Vol. ?:1, p. 448. 

of documentary. evidence .and to admini.qter oaths. All the require­
ments, obligations, liabilities, and immunities imposed or conferred b7 
said '~Act to regulate commerce" and by "An Act in relation to ~st1-
mony before the Interstate Commerce Commission," and . so forth, 
approved Februarl eleventh, eighteen hundred and ninety-three, sup~ 

· plemental to said · 'Act to regulate commerce," shall also .apply to a.U 
persons who may be subpcenaed to testify as witnesses or to produce 
·documentary evidence in pursuance of the authority conferred by this 

, section. 
inicompi[iation ·etc., or It shall also be the province and duty of said bureau, under the direc~ , 

otma. on. ti on of the Secretary of Commerce and Labor, to gather, compile, . 
publish, and ~upply useful foformation concerning corporations doing 
business within the limit8 of the United States as sball engage in inter­
state commerce or in commerce between the United States. ~nd a.µy 

. foreign country, including corporations engaged fo insurance, and tQ 
a.ttenCI to such other duties as may be hereafter provided by law.: . . 

control oI AJasksn SEo. 7. That the b·urisdiction supervision· and control now ~s~ 
fisberles and Qf imllli· d " d h D ' f b Tr · h 
gra.tlon. · · sessed aQ exer01se y t e epartment o t e ea.sury over t e . r-: 

s~l; salmon and {')ther fisheries· of Alaska and over the ,immigration 
·ot aliens into the United States, its waters, ten:i.toi'ies and auy place 
subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are hereby transferred and vestoed 

~· ii t1 in the Department of Commerce and Labor: Provided, That pothing 
not aff~t!t~~ ec on contained in . this .Net shall be construed to· a.lter the method of collect. 

. ing ttnd accounting for the head-t.ax prescribed b~ section one of the 
_ Act ejititled "An Act to regulate immigration ' approved August 

excy~ro~ ot Chlne11e third, eighteen hundred and eighty-two. l'hat the authority, power 
c 

0 
· and 'jurisaiction now possessed and exercised by the Secretary of the 

. Treasury by virtue of any law in relation to the exclusion from and 
the residence within the United States, its territories and the District 

irJ:'1;' ot 'd~ir. of Columbia, of (:hinese and :v.e1:sons of Chinese descent, are here~! 
c1a1e. e&l1J1T1 transferred to and conferred upon the Secret.acy of Comme~e and 

Labor, _a~d the authority, po)Ver and jurisdioti?n in relation tber~to 
now vested by law or tr·~aty m the collectors o~ customs and the col-
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lectors of internal revenue, are hereby conferred upon and vest.ea 
in such officers under the control of the Commissioner-General of 
lmmi~ration, as the Secretary of . Commerce and Labor may deaig-· 
nate therefor. · 
. SEO. 8. That the Secretary of. Commerce and Labor shall annually' Annual repoi:t­

at the close of each fiscal year, make a report in writing to Uongress, 
giving an account of a.U moneys received and disburse<;!. by him and 
bis Department, and describing the work doQe by tl;le Department in 
fostering, promoting, and developing the foreign and domestic com-
merce, the mining, manufacturing, shipping, and fishery industries, 
and the transportation facilities, of the United States, and making 
such recommendations as he shall deen;>. necessary for the effective 
p erformance of the duties and purposes of the Depa1tment.· He shall tl~ir:~ri'Jre~~e.oitiga· 
also from time to time make such special investigations and report-<:: · . 
as he may be i·equired to do b_y the President, or by either House of 
Congress, or which be himself may deem necessary and urgent. 

SEc. 9. That the Secretary of Commerce and Labor shall have . Department build­

charge, in the buildings or premises occupied by or appropriated to mron~1ufproperty, 
the Department of Commerce and Labor, of the lib1·ary, furuiture, etc. 

fixtures, records, and other propertJi' pertaining to it or hereafter 
acquired for use in its business;· and he shall be allowed to expend for 
periodicals and the purposes of the library, and for the rental of 
a~propriate quarters for the accommodation of the Department of 
Commerce and Labor within the .District of Columbia, and for all other 
incidental expenses, such sum.::> as Congress may provide fro·m time to 
time: Prov-ided, however, That whern any office, bure~u, or branch oftbe ~'408. · t 

public service transferred to the Department of Commerce· and Labor tetll5eb~ ~fit~:~ t~~~ 
by this Act is occupying rented buildings or premises, it may still con- !erred. 

tinue to do so until other suitable quarters are provided for its use: . 
And 'YYl'C>Vided further That all officers clerks and employees now ·Of!loors, etc .• tram•-

1:" d . · · ' ' , ferred to retain pr~-em ploy e m or by any of the bureaus, offices: departments, or branches entgrades, etc. 
of the public service in this Act transferred to the Department of 
Commerce and Labor> are each and all hereby transferred to said 
Department at their present grades and salaries, except where other-
wise provided in this Act: .And j)?'O'oided further, That all laws pre- Lawsa.awdutiesoi 
scribing the work and defining the duties of the several bureaus, offices, ~e~~~o:t'ftiuern&o 
departments, or branches of the public service by this Act transferred 
to and made a part of the Department of Commerce and Labor shall, 
so far as the same are not in conflict with the provisions of this Act, 
remain in full.force and effect.until otherwise provided by law. 

SEC. 10. That all duties performed and all power and authority now i:xe1uii•1 <::;;"'~ 
possessed or exercised by tbe. head of any exec.utive department.in and fbeDepr:~k~~~. 
~ver an;· bureau_, office, offi<'er, board, branch, or dh;ision of the pub-
hc service by this Act transferred to the Department of Commerce 
·and Labor, or any business arising therefrom or pertaining thereto, 

. or· in relation to the Cluties performed by and authority conferred by 
law upon such bureau, offlcer, offic~, board, branch .or division of the 
public service, whether of an .appellate or revisory character or other­
wh~e, shall here.'\fter be vested in and exercised by the bead of the said 
DAartment of Commerce and Labor. 

11 d t . th 't d • • d' t' b b • Authority cf ~ecre-U 1es, power, au ori y an )Ul'lS 1c ion, w et er superv1so1-y, tary of the Tre'asurv · 
appellate ot• otherwise, now imposed or conferred· upon the Secretary oversf11hl~fng, etc:. 
of the Treasury by Acts of Congress rel~ting to merchant vessels or t.ron• erre · · 

yachts, their measurement, numbers, name.s, regis.ters, er:;irollments, 
licenses, · commiSsions, records, mortgages, bills of sale, tram1fers, 
entry, dea,rance, .. movem~nts and transportation of their cargo~s and 
pa~~engers, owners, officers, s~mel), passengers? fees, in~pection, 
equr~ment for the better secunty of hfe, an(l by .Acts of Congress 
.relatrng to •tonn~ge tax, boilers on steam vessels, the carrying of 
in1l~mmable, ~~losive or dangerous cargo· on vessels, 'the use .0£ 

,·.petroleum ?r otJ;i~r similar ·substances to p~oduce motive power and 
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relating to the remission or refund of fines, penalties, forfeitures, 
exa.ctions or charges incurred for violating any provision of law 
relating· to vessels or seamen or to informer's shares of such fines, and 
by Acts of Congress relating to the Commissioner and Bureau of Navi­
gat ion, Shipping Commissioners, their officers and employees, Steam­
boat-Inspection Service and any of the offidals there.of, s-ball be and 
hereby are transferred to and imposed a.nd confened upon the Secre­
tary of Commerce and Labor from and after the time of the transfer · 
of the Bureau of Navigation, the Shipping Commissioners and the 
Steamboat-lnspectio[l Service to the Department of Comme1·ce and · 
Labor, and shall not thereafter be imposed upon or exercised by the 

Repeal of inconsistr Secretary of the Treasury. And all Acts or parts of Acts inconsistent 
ent law~. with this Act are, so far as inconsistent, hereby repealed. 
c0on~n11.1rfrep0rts. 8Ec. 11. A person, to be desi~nated by the Secretary of State,_shall 

ut1e8 () person to • d f l h" a· t' .e th . . f prepare lnstm ctioos, be appomte fo Ol'IDU ate, Ul1 er IS 1feC lOI.l, LOr e rnstructIOD 0 
et~ 

1 
io82 consular officers, the requests of the Secretary of Commerce and 

os' P· • Labor; and to prepare from the dispatches of consular officers, for 
transmission to the Secretary of Commerce and Labor, such informa­
tion as pertains to the work of the Department of Commerce and 

Ronk, Nt lary, etc. Labor; and such pel'Son shall have the rank and salary of a chief of 
bureau, and be furnished with su~h clerical assistants as may from 
time to time be authorized by law. 

Transfrrherea!tcrof SEC. 12. That the President be, and he is hereby. authorized, by 
~rn lisck1t!. Ne .. work d . ' t" t t f t t' th , h 1 . t f Crolll o the r u~patt· or er m wn mg, o rans er a any ime e w o e or any .Par o any 
m~n<s. office, bureau, division or other branch of the public service engaged 

in statistical or scientific work, from the Department of State, the 
Department of.the Treasury, the Department of War, the Derartment 
of J'ustice, the Post-Office Department, the Department of the Navy 
or the Department of the Interior, to the Department of Commerce 
and Labor; and in every such case the dutie8 and authority performed 
by and conferred by law upon such office, bureau, division or other 
branch of the public service, or the part thereof so transferred, shall be 
thereby transferred with such officP;, bureau, division or other branch 
of the public service, or the part thereof which is so transferred. 

Anthorit~·andpow- And all powe1· and authority confel'red by law, both supervisory and 
er8transfcrred. JI t th d t t f h' h h t f • d appe a e, upon e epar men rom w IC sue rans er 1s ma e, 

or· the Secretary thereof, in relation to the said office, bureau, division 
or other branch of the public service, or the part thereof so trans­
ferred, shall immediately, when such transfer is so ordered by the 
President, be fully conferred upon and vested in the Department of 
Commerce and Labor, or the SecretarY. thereof, as the ca.-,e may be, as 
to the whole or part of such office, bureau, division or other branch 
of the publie service so transferred. 

EtTect. SEc. 13. That this Act shall take effect and be in force from i:wd 
f;ori~r r existing' after its pasl'lage: Provided, lwwev(;'f·, That the provisions of this Ad 

om(':~:· :[c~ July l, other than tbo8e of section twelve in i·elation to the transfer of any 
1~#. p. 10112• existing office, bureau, division, officer or other branch of the public 

service or authority now conferred thereon, to the Department of 
Commerce and Labor shaU take effect and be in force on the first day 
of .Tuly, nineteen hundred and three, and not before. 
Approved~ February 14, 1903. 




